[Epilepsia partialis continua (Kojevnikov's syndrome)].
Lesions close to the central sulcus may give rise to focal motor seizures of long duration. This condition is called epilepsia partialis continua (Kojevnikov's syndrome). Over the last two years, the National Centre for Epilepsy in Norway has treated 12 patients with epilepsia partialis continua. We discuss the occurrence, etiologies, semiology, findings from supplementary investigations, and therapeutic options on the basis of relevant literature and our own experience with these patients. Morphological lesions were found in 10 out of these 12 patients; cortical dysplasia in 3 patients, brain tumour in 2 patients, cerebral infarction in 2 patients, Rasmussen syndrome in 2 patients, and cerebral haemorrhage from an arteriovenous malformation in 1 patient. 9 patients had intermittent periods of jerking lasting from some hours to several days; the remaining 3 had permanent jerks. One of them had had this condition for 44 years. In 11 patients the jerks were localised to the face and/or the hand. The effect of antiepileptic drugs was disappointing; none became seizure-free. Five patients had undergone surgery. Surgical lesionectomy in this brain area is associated with a high risk of damage to eloquent cortex, but multiple subpial transections may have a seizure-blocking effect. One patient with Rasmussen's syndrome became seizure-free after a functional hemispherotomy.